- But Bucs Find Offense
Seattle Prevails in Brawl

¥ By BOB PASTIN :
SEATTLE—AR, if Seattle.and Tampa
Bay could only see more of each other,
tow sweet NFL life might be.
Recognizant of the i tlook

“But the better team won," McKay
admitted. “*Washington and Philadel-
phia have straight dropback passers
and didn't give us as much trouble as

ihead and the opportunity at hand, the
eague's newest clubs went at It with
relish here last Sunday, piling up 759
vards between them in a scenario that
was pure back-alley brawl.

Like last year, though, the Seahawks
iltimately prevailed, this time 30-23, as
eserve quarterback Steve Myer rifled
lour touchdown passes against a Buc
iefense which had vielded just 55 points
n four previous games.

“We had an emotional week in prac-
ice, and looked at this as a kind of
nust-win situation, perhaps more than
iy other game we've played,” said
Myer, who replaced the injured Jim
Zorn for a third week. “I guess we
ihould be like this every week, because
]leI!“g tense and keyed up really paid
e

MYER HIT 20 of 30 passes for 252
fards, including touchdowns of four and
tight yards to Steve Largent, 45 yards
o D Fergerson and 44 to Sherman
smith,

Tampa Bay, entering the game with
t mere output of 13 points, finally got
ts offense untracked, riddling the woe-
ul Seahawk defense for 384 yards, 217
n Gary Huff passes.

But Huff, despite an !8-for-32 day, ul-
imately wore the goat horns, as Seattle
JB's Autry Beamon and Eddie Mec-

dillian snuffed out late Buc drives with f

nterceptions.

Embattled Buc Coach John McKay,
inder fire in recent weeks for his club's
wnchless attack, couldn't find much
onsolation with the offense, Huff in
iarticular.
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Seattle did with their rollout. They
(Seahawks) do more things offensively
than Washington or Philly. They have
more variations, and it's harder to de-

give us a chance to score some points,"
McKay added, “hut 1 thought our de-
fense could hold them better than they
did."

Like McKay, Patera was somewhat
surprised with the ease by which his
club moved the football. “Minnesota
gets a field goal and touchdown on
them,” he noted, “and Francis (Tark-
enton) says Tampa has a tough de
fense. But then we come out and score

fense,

*1 knew going in that Seattle would

“He (Hulf) shouldn't have thrown
into the endzone on a second-and-
iwo,” McKay lamented. “We had
two timeouts and a lot of time left,
“But it's my fault,” he added, “be-

cause I'm the one who's supposed to be

teaching this game to these guys.”
Actually, Seattle put itself in a pre-

carious position after failing to cash in

on the kicking game, as John Leypoldt

misfired on two field goals and had his

E:all‘ PAT hit an upright and hounce
ck.

“'That field goal kicker sure makes it
interesting,”” Seahawk Coach Jack Pat-
era mused afterwards, "It looked to me
like he shanked the PAT and one field
goal, and kicked the other field goal
(which was blocked) low. He makes
those, and we're in good shape.”

As it turned out, the Seahawks had to
hang on for dear life, hoping for the big
plays.

“WE GOT ‘em on offense and de-
ense," Patera said, referring to the
late interceptions and Myer's clutch
passing, *

30 points. I guess we did a lot of good
things out there,"

The Seahawks also got their first
productive rushing effort, as Sherman
Smith churned a team season-high 94
vards of the 134 total rushing output,

“Tampa Bay ds good at taking awa
the t‘uilﬁck run,'” Patera remarked,
“‘so we went mainly with our halfbacks
(Smith and David Sims). We made
fnme big early pains, and stayed with
L X

The end resulfof Seattle’s surprising
balance was perpiexing on the previous-

ly-stingy Bue defenders, and, naturally,
on McKay. |

“We tackled like a bunch of jun-
ior high kids,” he {umed. *‘Lasi
week we gave (ne defense a litile
praise; this week they fell apart.
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SHERMAN SMITH. . .
rushes for 94 yards

—
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SEATILE, WASH, OCT. 16, 1077
Tempa Bay 3 7.23
Seattie ? 10 o 1.

SCORING:

Seattlo: Largent, B-Yard Pass From Myer (Loy-
paldt Kick) 0-T.

Tampa Bay: Leavitt, 40-Yard Field Goal 3-7.

Tampa Bay. Leawitt, 37-Yard Field Goal &-7

Seaftle: Largert, 4-Yard Pass From Myor (Ley-
poidt Kick) 6-14.

Tampa Bay: Davis, 1-Yard Run (Leavitt Kick) 13-
14

Sel.me Leypoldt, 43-Yard Field Goal 13-17.

Tampa Bay: Leavilt, 20-Yard Field Goal 16-17.

Santthe: Fafwm 45-Yard Pass From Myer
Kick) 16-24

Tampa Bay: Ownns, 67-Yard Pass From Hult
(Leawit Kick) 23-24

Sonttle: Smith, 44-Yard Pass From Myer (Kick
Failod) 23-30.

ATTENDANCE: 54,783

TEAM STATISTICS

FIRST DOWNS
Rushing

Passing

Penalty

TOTAL NET YARDS

Fushing

Passing

PASSES - ATTEMPTED
Comgleted

Had Intorcegtod
Tachisd AR. Tc Pass
Yards Lozt Att. To Pass
PUNTS

KICKOFF RETURNG
Yards Returnod
PENALTIES

Yards Penakized

Seahawks 30, Bucs 23

RUSHING PLAYS 34 a5
Average Gain 48 38
TOTAL PLAYS 66 -]
Aveiage Gain 58 L
FUMBLES 2 3
Fumbles Lost 2 a
FﬁLD GOALS - ATTEMPTED 3 3

a 1

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING
BUCGANEERS-Davis, 14 for 83, 35L 11d; Wik
Ium “Bfor 39, 91 Dubose, 8 for 37, 71; L Carter,
o IGFE-GI, Hutt, 1 for 0.
SESHAWKS-Smith, 19 for 84, 161 Sims, 10 for
; Teswrman, 2 for 12, 81: Bengamin, 1 for 4;
Myer, 3 far 4, |

PASSING
“wccn&enw. A2a, 1Bc for 217yds, 4|,
I, 1%
‘MSEN'IAWKﬁ-Mm. 308, 20¢ for 252yds, 21, 451,

RECEIVING

BUCCANEERS-Owans, 8 for 166, 871, 11d;
Mchay, 2 for 18, 111 Davis, 2 for 13, 171, Wa-
Iilm;.2 for 13, 81, L.Carter, 2 for 4, 30 Dubose, 1
for 2.

SEAHAWKS-Sanith. 4 for 57, 441, 11d; Largent. 4
for 44, 201, 21d; Tosievman, 4 for 26, 128 Ferger-
200, 3 bor 65, 45, 10d; Howard, 3 for 44, 241; Ben-
jamin, 2 for 16, 91,

BUCCANEERS-Green, 1 for 47.0 avp.
SEAHAM(M.»" 3 for 38.3 lun st

I!LI;CMEEFE-HNIM 2 for Byds, 81
SEAHAWKS-Packer, 1 for ﬁm
KICHOFF
BUCCANEERS-Hugins, 5 for H? 321
SEAHAWKS-Packar, 3 for 58, 221 Hunler, 2 for
A7, 26 Smith, 1 12021,
PTIONS

ENTERCE!
BUCCANEERS-Whitk. 1 for 28, Wood, 1 for 17,
SEAHAWKS-Beamion, 2 for 0, I, Mcmillan, 1 for
21; Prescs, 1 #0° O,






