24-Yard Run With Fumble Decides

£, MUSDAY MORNING, DECEMBER

Falcons Halt Viking Streakat12inMud

ATLANTA, Dec. 21 (UPI).
— Claude Humphrey scored
on a 24-yard fumble recovery
in the closing seconds of the
first half and the aroused
Atlanta Falcon defense made
it stand up in the rain and
cold for a 103 victory that
ended the Minnesota Vikings'
12-game winning streak, Only
minutes before Humphrey's
run, the Falcons, then trail-
ing 3-0, had made a valiant
goal-line stand, holding the
favored Vikings four times
from the one-yard line.

After holding for downs, At-
lanta moved the ball out to its
10-yard line and Billy Loth-
ridge got off a 57-yard punt
to the Viking 33. On the very
next play, Viking quarterback
Gary Cuczzo was hit while
trying to pass by John Zook
and Humphrey, the Falcons'
defensive left end, picked up
the loose ball at the Vikings’
24 and van untouched for the
game's only touchdown with
:sumonds left in the first

alf.

ETTER KICKS GOAL

Neither team was able to
gonerate much of an offense
in the ankle-deep rain and
mud. The only other scoring
in the game were Fred Cox's
19-yard field goal early in the
first period and Bob Etter's
22-yard field goal early in
the third.

It was the third straight
vietory for the Falcons, who
completed the finest season
in four years in the National
Football League with a record
of 6-8, The victory was a per-
sonal iriumph for Falcon
coach Norm Vau Brocklin,
who coached the Vikings for
six years and who is partial
ly responsible for Minnesota's
having developed into an NFL
contender,

1t was only the second de-
feat for the Vikings, who won
the Central Division champi-
onship and who will play
Coastal Division champ Los
Angeles for the NFL's West-
ern Conference title next Sat-
urday.

THEFT AND FUMBLE

The Vikings were attempt-
ing to become the first NFL
team to win 13 straight since
the Chicago Bears of 1834

But the Falcons and the
weather ended that hope.

The Vikings’ only score was
set up by an Atlanta interces
tion. Falcon safety Al La
who had another in

and a fumble recov. ing
the game, stole a JO§ Kapps
pass @t the Atlanta 25, but

fumbled the ball back to the
Vikings at the Atlanta 17. The
Vikings gained only five
yards in three plays, so0
called on Cox for his field

goal.

The Vikings got only one
other teal scoring chance,
That was when 308 yards in
penalties and a 30-yard Cuoz-
zo pass put them at the
Falcon one-yard line with a
first down. But four plays
later, they were no closer as
Atlanta blunted three running
plays and a pass attempt.

Minnesota 3 8 8 =3
Atlania 87 3 B
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ATL.—Humphrey M famble recovery
(Etter kick),

g ~FG Etter 8.
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U pumped until Bob
, his big tight end, got
frélo grab Brodie's toss near

¢ 12 and battle his way
Nacross the goal line for a 22-
yard TD. Momeilo Gavric, the
ex-Belgium = soccer  kicker,
made it 14-13 with his second
conversion,
MIRA RETAINS HIS COOL
At this point only 3:32 re-
mained and the 4%r rushline
was in the meanest of moods.
But Mira retained his cool,
too, He completed passes of
| eight, five and nine yards to
move the Eagles to midfield.
Then, chased out of the
pocket by rookie end Earl Ed-
wards and pursued hotly by
linebacker Dave Wilcox, Mira

The wee quarterback located
Leroy Keyes unfield near the
30 and whipped him a strike.
Keyes made the catch and
drove all the way to the dfer
20 before being forced out of
bounds

PINDER'S BIGGEST GAME
Cyril Pinder, who had his
biggest game as a pro with

ball to the 11 in three line
cracks. Pinder's last nm, a
draw, was into the left side
and put the ball at an angle
near the left hashmark,
Baker, holder Joe Scarpati
and the rest of the field goal
unit trotted in for what ap-
peared to be a routine, game-

made what could have been |
the biggest play of the game, |

128 yards and scored his first |
Jeague touchdown, moved the |

Leroy Keyes (right), ‘E

an, Al

near midfield in the opening
period, the Eagles moved 50
yards for the first score of the
game, Pinder found a gaping
hole at left guard and powered
29 yards to the 21,

Keyes and Pinder moved it
to the 10 and the Mira rifled
a touchdown pass to Jackson,
who beat Jimmy Johnson in
the right corner, Evans' high
snap ruined any chance st an
extra point although Scarpati
went through the motions of
retreating to the 40 and hurl-
ing a pass which linebacker
Dave Wilcox knocked down.

EAGLE DRIVE HALTED

Spurrier, who only got -the
4%ers inside the Eagle 40-yard
line once, served up his third
interception and the most
damaging with six minutes
left in the second period. Mid-
way through the  quarter,
Johnson had intercepted on
Mira, halting an Eagle drive
that had reached the 17.

On third and four, Spurrier
tried to hit back Doug Cun-
ningham on a hitch pattern
along the left side. Scarpati,
almost as if he had been in-
vited into the 4%er huddle,
Junged inside the receiver for
the catch just before stepping
out of bounds at the 49ers’
eight-yard line,

Pinder, who has rushed for
189 yards in the Eagles’ final
two games as a fill-in for Tom
Woodeshick, got the TD in
two plunges. After hitting over
left tackle for three yards,
Pinder went be'tween guard

X' rookie running back, uses free hand to push
Randolph, on 20-yard run Sunday,

Eagles éBoot’ Finale, 14-13,
id Goal From 19 Fails

AP Wirepholo

But a penalty for holding
shoved the 4%rs out of scor-
ing range.

Just before the half, the
fans got a chance to see a
rare free kick trv for a field
goal. Kent Lawrence made a
free catch of Jon Kilgore's
punt at the San Francisco 46.
However, Baker's try without
any rush was off to the right,

49er coach Dick Nolan left
Spurrier in for the opening
series in the second half. But
when the $250,000 bonus pass-
er ignited only boos from the
sparse crowd, Nolan went to
Brodie,
71-YARD DRIVE

Brodie's presence seemed (o
arouse the 1%rs. There was
no doubt that he arused the
crowd, which often has booed
Brodie here.

The key play in the TL.yard
scoring drive that followed
was a third-down completion
to Cunningham, After the re-

ception, Cunningham bounced
off Porter and turned a short-
gainer into a 19-yard pickup
and a first down at the Eagle
33,

Brodie missed on two passes
but a third-down interference
call against Nelson gave the
49ers life at the 14, Wi
got three yards, then ran &
quick trap up the left side
for 10 yards to theone.

Two plays later, Cunning-
ham lunged over from
one. Gavie's kick cut the
Eagle lead to 13-7.

Althoush a BS-vard  touch- |

'Rams Beaten

By Colts For
3d Loss in Row

LOS ANGELES, Dee. 21
(UPI), — Thirty-six-year-old
Johnny Unitas, showing flash-
es of his old-time brillance,
steered the Baltimore Colts
to a 137 win over the Rams
in the final game of the regu-
lar National Football League
season Sunday.

It was the third loss in sue- .
cession for the Rams, who
won their first 11 games and
took the title in the NFL
Coastal Division. The Colts
finished second with an 851
record.

The Rams opened the 1969
season heating the Colts,
e story was an

fferent one Sunday

27-20,

enl i

w before a disappoint-
/e

Towd of 73,226.

N\ A punishing Colt defense bul-

warked by Bubba Smith and
Billy Ray Smith up front and,
by Tom Maxwell and Jerry
Logan in the secondary, held
the Rams to one fouchdown,
an eight-vard pass from Rom-
an Gabriel to Jack Snow in
thz second quarter.

The Rams touchdown was
made possible by Jim Nettles®
interception of a Unitas pass

Unitas completed 19 of 3
passes for 260 yards.
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Lions Defeat
Bears by 20-3

CHICAGO, Dee. 21 (UPD)
—The Detroit Lions ground out

| @ 213 victory over the hapless

Chicago Bears on snowy Wrig-
ley Field Sunday to clinch
thind place in the Western
c of the National

Football League,

Charlic Sanders gave the
Lions all the points they need-
ed in the {irst quarter when
he leaped behind George
Youngblood to take in a 27
vard touchdown pass from
Bill Munson. A Munson to
Sanders completion set up the
SCOTE.

Detroit kicker Erroll Mann
chipped in two second quarter
field goals of 43 and 31 yards
and Mike Weger rubbed it in
with a fourth quarter intercep-
tion of 2 Jack Concannon pass
which put the ball on the Bear
two, from where Bill Triplett
took it over on the next play.

Mae Percival, the Bear field
goal specialist who has been
doing Chicago's only scoring
of late, saved them from a
shutout for the second. suc-
cessive week with a 38-yard
field goal—his only success in
three tries—in the third quar-

ter.

The greal Gale Sayers ram-
med out 50 yards rushing in
15 tries. It was a so-s0 per-
formance for the Bear's all-
NFL back, but it was good
enough to nail down the
league’s rushing champlonship
with 1032 yards, the second
fime in his five year pro
career that he has passed the

(
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FIRST TD CATCH—Oakland Raider Fred Biletnikoff (hidden
takes first-quarter TD pass from Dar yle Lamonica as Houston
Mitchell (22) defends. Biletnikoff lands in end zone clutching b:
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DIVING IN WATER—Houston Oiler Johnny Peacock dives tl
enrarr in futile affart ta oton Oakland Raider Marv Hubbard o
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