I. r
. S . = ]

gy T N

= _.-.-I- ._i -':|.rl|.— Bowom .FJ
- -|".r-|-|_|:_ e o

w - A

'
: Sohim o A RN
. L s

- 1 =
L NS TN RN R AR
TIH K O % omom W
L FE B T R B B



RlckyBellandtheMyshque

“*Perhaps becoming an 5C running
back 15 like playing for the

MNew York Yankees in the great
years . . . Mike Garrett says.

The anxiety had been building for weeks.
Ricky Bell knew tauking over as the start-
ing tailback at the University of Southern
Califormia would not be easy. But he
didn’t figure it would be this agomzing.

Here it was, the night before the first
game of the 1975 season. Bell, closeted
in 4 Los Angeles hotel room for a good
night's sleep, was awake, tossing, tum-
ing, staring at the ceiling. The game with
Duke was only hours away, vel Bell
could scarcely remember the plays he
wis supposed to run, the assignments
he'd be called on o carry oul.

Instead, Hell thought of Mike Garren
darting past would-be tackles on late
Saturday afternoons; of 0., Simpson
sprinting off tackle on a classic 64-vard
run to beat UCLA in 1967 en route 1o a
nattonal championship; of Anthony
Davis blitzing Notre Dame on three
touchdowns on kickoff returns; 100,000
screaming fans.

Visions of the past filled Bell™s mind:
Would he be able 1o match that?

The following day, Bell fought of
queasy stomach as he downid a Pree;
sieak. He joked with teammates; |'||.
affable, smiling: he admitted l'k:mg
a hitle nervous. 0

Then he pot sick.

1 was so nervous
stragght,  he ‘--.5|I1.1
that before.
that had come

In;ln1 think
ever felt like
+ preat talbacks
-.*—Ln.u'n.n Lavis,

SUMPSOon -:1 tradition | had to live
up 14.1-."$ ‘
But : hing must happen (o the

man called on o carry the ball for USC.
In one dizzyving, agonizing, ecstatic hour
against Duke, Ricky Bell blasted through
the Blue Devils for 256 yvards and four
touchdowns. The mystique of the LUSC
tatlback continued. Bell had showed a
combination of power and speed rarely
seen in college football—even at USC—
and he had broken the school s single-
game rushing record.

Witnesses were rightfully impressed,
but many said that sort of performance

%5 ethall championship;

Hy Dan Berger
Photographs by Pofor Read Uhiler
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-:u'le draft choce, 1977

could Q&n predicied. They are the
1

Racky Ball,

people WGo feel there are certain certi-

Lud%'n fe—that the Boston Celtics
\NGvays be contenders for the pro

that Wali

sney will always make family hilms,
and that the USC tmlback always will
b an All-Amenca candidate.

[t's been that way for a |1.I'r'|j_:‘. time, but
in Bell's case the story is a bit harder o
believe. After two seasons. Bell had
gained 3,390 yvards ot tailback and had
become another in the long line of great
USC tailbacks.

Amnd for such performance, despite
nol winmng the Heisman trophy, Bell
was rewarded by becoming the number-
one draft pick of pro football, going o
Tampn Bay.

Ricky Bell might have become as
exciting at another school. He might
have achieved the same fame elsewherne.
But there is something almost indefin-
able about being USC™s tmilback, some-
thing that seems 10 make the man stand
taller, play harder, do greater things
than he might have done in another sit-
wation,

“The USC railback position 15 maybe
the smgle most wdentifiable posiion in

of theUSC Tailback

college football,”” savs John Robinson,
the present USC coach and former offen-
sive backfield coach of the Oakland
R oders.

What 15 this mystique! @lt inshills
LUSC tailbacks with thpeihing of om-

nipotence !

Perhaps it w; t@,pmmﬂ by Gar-
rem,. who wu.ﬁ.%u McKay's first great
tailback, firs® West Codast running
hack In ¢ Heisman trophy ( 1965),
and ger ir halfback with the K ansas
fm%«. is and the 5an Diego Chargers.
@ ould gel in a groove, in & sort of
U —almost like | was in a trance, ™
said Garrent, who is & divisional manager
tor a San Diego deparmment store,

 Before each game | was so conscrous
of the way in which | had 1o perform, but
then going out on the held and being on
that side line with John McKay, that put
my mind above a lot of things, such as
pain, | got bumped and bruised and cut,
but I wouldn't feel the bumps, cuts, and
scrapes until Monday .

"l transcended the beating. 1 always
got hyper before games with Kansas City
and San Diego, but 8C was a different
Kind of feeling. I got high on the excie-
ment, the thrill.

I think 1t can be compared to other
sports only in the most abstract ways.
Ferhaps becoming an SC running back
15 like playing for the Mew York Y ankees
in their great years, with Babe Ruth,
Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, and Mickey
Mantle. It's the one chance you get in
your lifetime 1o put your act together, 1o
feel like the chosen one.

“It's a psychological high like 1've
never known since.

“And | can't say enough about the
part John McKay played in building that
feeling. He created the Golden Dome
effect of South Bend in Southern Cali-
formia ot of the residue of s character,
He affected the hives of hundreds of fool-
ball players at USC, and that tradinon
will be a1 USC for a very long time."”

Being the USC tilback means the
athlete must deal with unusual pressures,
Such as a demanding, exuberant alumm
association that expects nothing less than
excellence; a half-century of superb
running backs who have performed up
1o that expectation, and a student body

—



“*1 was so nervous | couldn’t think
straight. 1 never felt like that
before. All those great taillbacks
that had come I::f.:fnre—l.'_-arrr.:tt

Davis, Simpson . . .

that seems certain each step of the USC
tailback will result in glory.

The tradition probably started in
1927 with Morley Drury, the ““noblest
Trojan of them all,”” as he was called,
He gained 1,163 yards in 223 attempts
during a nine-game season and was
acclaimed a unanimous All-America.

In 1929 came Russ Saunders, a back
whose classic visage and body earned
him an eminent role in USC history:
Suunders posed for the famous bronze
statue of Tommy Trojan.

There were other stars. In the early
1930s they were Emy Pinckert, Orv
Maohler, and Cotion Warburton. In the
1950s they were Frank Gifford, Jon
Amett, C.R. Roberis, and Don Buford,
who later played baseball for the Balti-
more Orioles” world champions,

Garrett was McKay's choice. He had
grown up in Los Angeles, atended
Roosevelt High School, and he knew
of the tradiion of the USC tailback.

1 was always nervous before games,
but especially before that first one in
my sophomore year,”” said Garrett.
“*But USC had been national champions

o others, not me as much. So the

beat the Minnesota Vikings 23-7 in
Super Bowl 1V.

Don McCall was the tailback for
McKay in 1966. He later played for the
Mew Orleans Sainis and Pittsburgh
Steclers before injunies shortened his
carcer,

The biggest coup in recruiting in 1966,
and one of the major developments in
USC's football history, came when
junior college star .. Simpson chose
w attend USC. At City College of San
Francisco, Simpson had set national
records for rushing, but he had beer
used mainly as a flanker. He was knogn
for his open-field running, and (the

was concem whether he thlﬁ%ln
at USC.

When the 6-1, 205-p pson
arrived on campus. the Mw were
impressed by his physic tes, Hut
there were qumim@s. Could he
take the pound - tailback posi-
tion reguired? ld he be a fumbler,

as had beegmibie Fepons from CCSF!
Would he, le to adapt 1o the 17
A ays after spring practice

began QlckKay decided to test his prize
He ordered the scnimmage

ceven consecutive imes. Assistant

hefore, with Pete Beathard at quarter- 1. ST .
back, and a lot of people were lookin rback 1o hand the ball to Simpson

SUTES O Me weren [ as greal mitia
Garrett was not big (5 foot 9
180 pounds), but he was ex

quick and seemingly imlt:!. ible. He
turmed so guickly in ml . without
losing speed, thal fooled his

own blockers, runip ht past them.
And he was the ho gave MckKay
a new iden Xl | formanon which
McKay us ost exclusively. After
Garre runners were allowed
murcﬁ:‘uﬂ,um I choose their holes,

Ci
3,221 yards is all the more amazing
when you consider that in his sophomaore
vear, 1963, he also played defensive
back. (The NCAA had not yet approved
free substitution. )

Garrett won the Heisman trophy (only
the second West Coast player to do so;
Oregon State quarterback Terry Baker
wis the first in 1962), and went on o
star with the Chiefs. In 42 seasons with
the Chiefs, Garmrett ran for 3,246 yards,
a 4. 4-vard average. He helped the Chiefs

% three-year rushing total of

‘oaches’ mouths were agape when they
saw the kid get faster and stronger on
each carry, McKay just grinned.

A special drill was ordered, however,
o make certam 0.), could carry the
load. O.]. remembers it:

“Two guys held two big, five-Toot-
high bags. They gave me a stiff belt as
| wok off. They gave me another belt
as | ran through. Another bag 1s about
two yards away, and yvou have 10 be
quick to change direction. They throw
heavy air bags at your feet. | learned o
hit, ¢lude, and make moves.

“Jay was a big man,”” said McKay.
“*He was a lot bigger than a lot of people
realize. He ran a lot of 9.45 and a 9.3
[100-vard dashes] in college, and he
was one of the hardest workers we ever
had.”” Simpson ran on a USC 440-yard
relay team that set a world record of
IK.6 in 1967 that still stands.

As a running back he had no peer.
His punishing, pounding runs simply
wore teams out. In two seasons, Simp-

son gained 3,423 yards. He won the
Heisman trophy in his senior year, when
he scored 23 of the Trojans’ 24 rushing
touchdowns, His recent gontributions
for the Buffalo Bills %ﬂ:n well
documented. He g._ui 3 yards in
1973 for an all- n a.l.nglcr SE SN
rushing reco Q n for 273 vards
last Novem 5 agamst Detroat for
the "-.mb_l ~ord,

I'-.i-.ll: |'_':l.l recruit for the tailback
' mn a tough kid from Washing-
gh School in Los Angeles who
e 0 East Los Angeles College
15 first two seasons, There, Clar-
ence Davis broke all of Simpson’s
national junior college rushing records,
even though he was only 5-10, 190
pounds.

sull, 1 was an unenviable position,
taking over at USC from O], Simpson.

“SC had a lot of other talented peo-
ple,”” Davis recalled, ““and | never
expected to be another Garretl or Simp-
son. But 1 was really nervous my first
start. | gained eighty yards and | was
very happy—and happy it was over.”

Davis played with an assortment of
injuries, yet in two seasons he gained

2,323 yards. "1 was very disappointed
| was only drafted on the fourth round
by Oakland,”" he said. **1 thought 1 was
better than that.”" In the vears since, he
has proved he was.

The 1977 season is his seventh with
the powerful Raiders and last year he
climaxed the season by rushing for 137
vards as the Raiders defeated Minnesota
in Super Bowl Al

McKay had problems when injunes
struck Lou Harris and Rod McMeill in
1971, %0 he switched junior Sam Cun-
ningham from fullback o tailback.
Cunningham, who was built for the job
at 6-3, 225 pounds, filled in & tailback
for a year, until freshman Anthony Davis
could graduate to the varsity (freshman
were nod ehigible at that tnme).

Cunningham made the switch back
to fullback in 1972, Now Cunningham is
the leading rusher for the New England
Patriots, a team that won |1 games n

Farmmer USC backlekd stars (el 1o mght) Ciar-
ence Davrs. Sam Cunningham, Bel, O.J
Sempsan, and Arthony Daws
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“*Taking over the tailback position
made me more of a man,” said
Ricky. **Really, I'm better able to
cope with . . . well, life in
general.

1976, Sam averaged 4.8 yards per carry.

Rod McNeill, a blythe spirit tailback
with great potential, started the first
seven games of 1972 when Anthony
Davis didn’t develop as quickly as his
San Fernando High School reputation
indicated he would.

Late in the season, however, in the
traditional game against Notre Dame,
Davis returned kickolls 97 and 96 yards
for touchdowns and scored four more
ouchdowns as the Trojans blasted the
Irish 45-23, Two yvears later, the Trojans
tratbed Notre Dame 24-6 at halftime
when A.D.. as he had come to be called,
did his thing.

He ran back the second-half Kickott
102 virds for a touchdown, wound up
scoring four touchdowns, and his run-
ning helped produce a stunning 55-24
victory over the Irish.

Davis was a brash collegian. He often
predicted how bhe would do. ""He was
kind of confusing (o evaluate,”” sand
John Robinson, who at that time was an
assistant coach at USC. “"OIT the field
he was a bit of a hot dog when he came
here from San Fernando, bat on the field
he was one of the hardest workers we
ever had."”

My style is o scratch and claw rﬂ\t'il character. too: ' In our discussions

every yard,'” said Davis, " And

¥ Il Ko
vards are there, 'l take them a \
for a couple more. ™
Al his best, the 5-9, lHJ--pQ*T}u'-'iw
miwde the best use of the 4 1o day-

light”" aspects of the 1 tion. His
carcer rushing total 24 vards is
tops in USC history ddition, he had
sin  kickoff touchdowns, an
MOAA reco %‘ 15 52 career touch-
dowins v @ our short of the NCA A
record €t eve Owens of Oklahoma
TR

Davis played one season with the
Southern California Sun of the defunct
Warld Football League, where he rushed
for 1,200 vards, cought 40 passes for
381 yards, and scored 16 wuchdowns.
In 1976, Davis played for the Toronto
Argonauts of the Canadian Football
League, where he rushed for 417 yards
and a 4.0 average, caught 37 passes for
408 yards, and returned 27 Kickoffs for
a Toronto record 701 yards. His com-
bined vardage total was 1,622 yvards in

And if they're good people, they'll gang
tackle, In the theory of the 1, the defense
15 a wall, 1f you can crack a small hole
in the wall, you have ithg straightest
path to the goal line.™

Gamrett fTeels he
Mckay utihze the
tial,

““In the ]%u sarrell, “Cyou re
standing udgind You can see more of the

13 games, an average of 125 yards.
Apparently there is no formula to
playing tailback at USC. Cunningham
and Bell were big: Anthony Davis and
Crarmrett were comparatively smally Clar-
ence Davis was simply tough. Simpson
had everyvthing—speed, power, stam-
ina, and heart.
And all were able to adapt to the | for-
mation, which remains unchanged under \
lohn Robinson, defense, they're doing. In my

“*I think a coach has to have a great  sophgmdeAcason, | was hiting all the
deal of confidence in his system and  des ed holes—most of them were
keep refining i,"" said McKay. “'And ¢ Je—and after a while [ felt | was

| had confidence in the L. It was vegy cting myself because | could sce
versatile. We would shift out of it g lot;Q _holes where | should hive been running.

rave helped
{5 ereatest poten-

we sed motion belfore motion wal S0 | began to run for those holes and
popular. | think o many coa v McKay was amazed at how guickly 1
one svstem and if it doesn’t s ork  changed my mind and went somewhere
they switch o anpther x vay. | else. | think the ability to freelance is
stayed with the power | 2 | knew  found i every great back, and after |
it could work, and | the players  did a lot of at, 1 think McKay realized
could adapt to | @ the potential for ‘running to daylight’
Dave Levy, anXgsistant coach under i the L

McKay and dssistant athletic direc- OFf course, the system wouldn't work
tor at LIS &“;0 “The things we looked

without great linemen,

for ar e things any coach looks “And we've had them,”" said Levy.
for In ¢ back—speed. power, and *We went out to recruit good linemen
ba almost as hard as the tailbacks and

McKay said he was concermed quarterbacks. | think every strongside
tackle, and every tight end, we ve had
here in the last fifteen yvears has made
it in pro ball. ™

Anather trait that runs through all 15
courage.

“"We became mterested 1 Clarence
Davis after we beard about his statistics
at East LAY Levy sad. “"But then |
heard that in a JC playoll game he got
four teeth knocked loose and finished
the game. And another time | heand he
spramed a wrist and didn't leave the

ith a kid when we were recnting him,
we tried o tell him what it would be like,
what it would take, o be the USC tml-
hack. We didn’t want bim of he wouldn'
work hard enough 1o earn the position.
He had o understand that that s what it's
all about—hard work.

“The guy who fills that spot knows
he has to work to Keep it, because usually
there s somebody right there trying to
take it away,”” said Robinson, “*He
knows also that he’s going o carry the  game.
ball a lot, and that he’s going o take ““Cramrett was one of the toughest guys
quite @ beating because he's a marked  we ever had,”” said Levy. “"He'd play
man, forever and never take himselt out of

If anything ties all the great USC run-  the game. And O.). once suffered a bad
ning backs together over the last 15 years  sprained ankle, but he ran for 188 yards
it's ““that they all were willing to learn  against Oregon on a muddy field. And
the system, They were flexible, They Ricky suffered a partial shoulder separa-
were leam-onented,”” said Robmnson. tion that would have sidelined most

Some called the 1 formation unspec-  playvers, but he played the whole game.
tacular, but McKay defends . "'I0s nod “"We never ask a kid o play imjured,
Necessary 1o run i sweep o score a touch-  bat some of them demand to be i there,
down,'" he said. “"On a sweep, all vou  even though we know they're hurting. ™
get 15 more people involved in pursuit. Bell's first game may have been as




By Jay Stulier

“Joa Hoths don'l COmg along wary oflen,
gsighed Rams' general manaper Don Kios-
tarman. ~He had all tha ngradeents of a graal
keader who could only enprove a ranchise
n fact, wilth fes parsonahty along wih those
Goad-given talanis, s could actually make
a franchise, We had him raled as high as
rAma

Indeed, I'm-j loal 2-inch, 205-pound Uine-
vligily Of Califormsa semnof willi the sirandg
anm and I-..-.=|rl*.i:- louch could have been buill
& [abaralary 1hal patented 1 Doriect pao-
lassional quarierback. The 1977 drafik no
doubt woukd have bean difenent  Joa Hoth
1. had nof digd Ol melanoma, 3 veulant
form ol canicar

I'd rathir nod talk about the cancer slulf,
gsax] Roth, shosdly alter the 1876 collegiate
soason andad. "I'm Iging 10 Wark on my
siuchas and fhare ara 1ese Dowl games |'d
e 1o play n. Besides, | 1hnk 45 coming
pubihicng It wolld only st

back A
peCHe
Hoth, who camed a 3.1 grade-point-
average as a physcal educalon major
wanled his degree Heé also wanted a pro
carear; gler that he planned to leach and
Soach in high echool. Fes reluciancd 10 lalk
abowd his dinass was not an air, for he planned
0 give a lalk to a group of lemmmnal pateanls
|  @bout the eflects of thelr condition on pay-
| ches, relating whal ha had leamed, and leil

IF NS MR 10 SO LAY I_JI_:'|'|'II IFqE

sireed,” hie said, “no one bul ihe guy's Inend
| and famdy would care. Jus! Decauss

oy
lootball goesn't make me all that c.r:e*:m&
' People ded cate about 1he smileng x f

o Lhacgo, and i@ had baen kngwsn M a
| few years before, doclors i:l:Qil pg-
mented cancerous moleg IQ. aluricl his
gar, Hodh chadl ot et Iﬂ;-(%' MEr-DCCUpY

RS roughits, b he o il MEANOMma

i |-|wl-:'.|'l.'.|llr'| ii s 10 be 90, o the

M V- W k;l wias because he had

such aru uction o USC foothall,
He stan Y hinebacker,
Bell wian all-city halfback at Fre-

mont High School, and he enrolled at
USC when Anthony Davis was still
making history. But Bell's desire 1o
play wis great, and he decided that one
way o play was to try defense. The
coaches felt linebacker a good spot.

“Playing linebacker helped me later
on,' Bell said. 'l knew what some of
the linebackers would do in certain situ-
ations.

In 1973, A.D. was stll around, bt
Bell showed a desire to switch to offense,

The Number One
Who Might Have Been

Joe Horh of C&nmrrh.a i :":.l'."ﬁ

cancer could redurm -:ln-:l @‘E'ﬁl‘

I Roth had lived, hn-.-& been (e
mumber-ona deall must ba as-
cumed Tampa Bay ar .:m-::-n Johin MoK ay

wiolld ha-.-E their USC connection,
Al Sidl ;Jll;ii.lalj Hicky Ball Bl
50T stion that
| 0N NgEe Now thay Could have passed
Joe " says Dick Semberg, deector of
I@smulﬂg for the Rams. “Thay naed
qeanerpack and a guy with Joa's ability
a5 along only every three years or &0
Roth was beg, smart, discipéngd, avaryiheng
neaded lof a pro. He was a leader, oo, Nod
ine sharm, el man ] =108 s rmdEn lypd, bid
popuiar. You could build around fim,”

Jofn Thompson, ganeral manager ol thea
Sealfle Seahawks, also thinks Roth would
have gona 1o Tampa Bay. "8ut for argu-
menl s sake, &S just say he'd be avalable

50 he plaved briefly at fullback, He
gained 299 yards that season, but the
coaches said his blocking wasn't as good
as it should have been.

Then Davis graduated and the tailback
spot was wide open. Bell thought he was
the man for the job,

“*1 had bought a pair of Army combat
boots and went out into the sand a1 the
beach 0 run all summer, morning and
might,”” he said. °°1 lifed weighis. |
worked in a meat packing plant. | worked
out in a park with [quarterback| Vince
Evans, to get my Uming down.™

But when spring practice rolled
around, Ricky thought others were get-

o us." said Thompson, who ongenally had
g second peCk 0 he dralt and made a
rade for draft choicas that allowad Dallas
o choose PMisburgh runming back Tony
Dorgatt

Forget all the speculation
goN. "W had ondy Six oflerg
Ihree ware worth cong Lalkas's was
lar 8l away tha | I ad been aval
abde, you can bel d have had E ot mode
SENOLS sl = tantN oveiriures. '

& gradual aredg High e 580 Diago
Roth wgnt Ia@amnl Junior Colfege, and
Was g menca and most vakiabilke playeat
iy ance. Al Cal, he iook ovear in ihe
e ol his jumor season and led 1ha
oilgan Baars 10 eaght viclones n thair next
} Qames. He passad lor 3 668 yards, 21
louchdowns, with a 53.7 complation pet
Centage in M Yaars

"He was one o the bes) prospacts in tha
s hve years, says Jack VWivle, San Fran-
cisco's direcior ol player personngl “He
wis in [ha mald of Jsm Plunketl, Bert Jones
and Steve Barkowsk, Most of the 100 qusar-
lerbacks coming oul now are DeCk-up by pes
Roth was a suré frond-liner. And since ha'd
probably have gone to g poor club, he would
have bo have s105d up 10 a couple years o
punishmenl. But he was ihe iype who could
14858 1l

“Hath'g oy negaliag was ik Spéed,
says Slemberg. “He would not be & good
runnes or scrambbar. Bul 1hat s
lsm in the paos

‘Joe was something special. | fedl thss
wigy from e st e | saw hem. He was 8
greal human baing with cowage and char-
aclar that would Qo olf the Board 0 any fal
;g syskem

hoaTRD-
R AN

s reéa Pk

S Efuiar 5 5 frea Jancs wiiler who fhvag an

the San Francrsco Bay area

ting the first chances 10 show what they
could do. In retrospect, Il appears
McKay was only saving the best for last,

“We could see Ricky wanted 1o play
tallback,”” Levy smd. ""He was very
dedicated .

“In that first game,”” Bell recalled,
1 just tried 1o run over people. 1 was
very nervous. Maybe that helped, too.™

Bell was one of the strongest hiacks
ever o play a1 UUSC. His three-year
tals of 3,689 yvards, aclieved with
bullish blasts off quick stars, came
within 35 vards of Anthony Davis's
career record at the school.

Hut he

as a different body type: 6-2

Em e — e ———
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"It I had to use one word to describe
Ricky,”" said John Robinson,

1 guess it would have (o

be "intensity.” That or maybe
determination.” ™’

and 220 pounds; faster than Cunning-
ham: stronger than Simpson or Clarence
Davis, almost as shifty as Garren,

Of all the great USC backs, Bell 1s
probably the guietest. He dresses casu-
ally, preferring T-shirts, jeans, jogging
shoes, and no jewelry.

His lunchtime favorite is a hamburger,
even when o gourmet feast 15 on the
menu and someone else s picking up
the tab. He drinks lots of orange juice,
disdaining liquor,

“Taking over the tmlback position
made me more of a man,”” he says.
“Really, I'm better able to cope with

well, hife i general. To have that
Kind of pressure on me wasn't casy. |
still get butterflies in my stomach before
a game, and I'm sure that feeling won't
g0 away n the pros.

“When | came o SC, nobody knew
mee, redally. | wasn t highly touted out of
high school. | wasn't expected o be o
star. Mow things will be a lintle different
because in Tampa Bay they'll expect
me o do a lot. But moving into the tail-
back spot helped me become more
mature, and [ think that'll help me
adjust o the pros.”

But didn’t the fame he ganed in [973

result in reporters seeking him out, mtu.r
rupting his studies?

“Yes, there were a ot of intervie
and that did slow down my studwyi
but I never went into hiding from -
ers. I'll always be able to l'.n.m MO

matter what situation ariseX nk ']l
be able o face . 'l | ¢ o deal
with 1t, Sure, it's beg &n.ﬂwﬁng
the same questic L%ﬂﬂd GVEr again,
but | have to re% al this 15 what |
o foothall plaver,
right? W less that's the penalty
YOu pay. der 1o achieve something
like this, 1 had to give something up in
return. | had o give up some of my pri-
vacy., | had to give up some of my friends.
| can’t see them as often as | would have
[iked —beciuse of the imterviews and the
picture-taking sessions, | had o give up
a lot, but in order to get something you
have o be willing (o give something up,
too. You can't have them both.™
Bell now plays racquetball three or
four times a week 1o stay in shape dur-
ing the off-season, **It helps me improve

my reaction time and my quickness,”
he sand. And he declines o predict how
he'll do with the Buccaneers.

"1 still have a lot o leam,’” he said.
“For example, as an open-fickd runner,
looking for daylight more. And there
won't by any running over people any
more, because | think those days are in
the past. Back in college, maybe, but
nol in the pros. '

better than

rue
Much tsetter.

“And I'm glad Tampa Bay will be Because wation in Aftate
using the | formation some this year, is i ive in killing Jock ltch
I'm familiar with it, and that'll help.”" | fundgNTinea Cruris) than the

McKay had his choice when the 1977 1on in Cruex.
draft opened: Take Bell, whom he knew, % ¢ medication in Altate kills M
or Tony Dorsett, the Heisman trop ma "*J'l" af Jock ltch fungs. Aftale
winner from Pittshurgh. McKay -_Eu : J, . xlen. o e ,i"_":._f;l'l.'_',tf.
Bell for a number of reasons; |.I|.|rL1h itation and prevent resnfection
power, and the fact that he alrg V W cant buy & more efle """“

: Irl-Lr||| 51 1.!.-Ir'|||
a potential speed back in Amh‘&h s, e lich medicalic -m Vet (hck:

who signed with Tampa Bay@™WM™uying In spray powder and spr ke PO
his contract from the Ar :
One asser Bell 1 the Bucca-

necrs 15 singlemindedQess. Rftate is oooriess (oo
I 1 had w0 vgeagne word 1o describe
Ricky, " saul Jv obinson, "'l guess
1 "-muld K!l ‘intensity.” That or |
maybe “dMrmination.” He's so con-
s1slén |nI:,r|*-.|. about what he does.
|11u|.h it his two vears here
nmtaybe s0 much intensity was o

em for him. Perhaps he doesn’t

I.r-. enough. He's so Iu.. usied an one
thing. so dogged, that it's scary,”

McKay said Bell was **very physical,
but he has excellent speed and balance.
He's not as big as some fellows, but he
gets the job done more efficiently.””
Meaning he goes by the most direct
path, straight ahead

Having Bell and Anthony Davis in the
same  backheld gives McKay more
chance to use the | formation, with two
of the same people at the skill positions |
who worked it for him at USC

“The power 1 s still an important
farmation, and we’ll use it occasionally
this year,” said McKay.

To s credit, Bell doesn™t look for
the NFL 1o be any picnic. He knows
he'll be hit hard; he knows the price
backs have o pay. He's prepared

Cinobody ever said life was going to
be handed to you on & silver platter,””
he said. 50 vou gotta hang in there.
You gotta make your own breaks.™ §
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