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‘It’s Been A Long Struggle For Both The Fans And Myself. )
I Think I've Opened Up To Them; I'm Not Hiding Anymore.” - =

Linamen like Jon Kolb “keep
Terry clean,” o key 1o
Steelars’ success. -

Yeterons like Rocky Bleier,
Garry Mullins, have helped
Bradshaw enjoy hve good

B eshaw

seasonu. ] hns his second marriage
— o showbiz skatingcelebrity Jo -
Jo Starbuck —. and his reaffirmed |
faith in God and all'that is.good in
hiy fellow man and this world. All's
right in the world Terry Bradshaw .
sees through thase blue eyes nowa- -
days, but he hasn't forgotten- the
past,’ and’'he wants you to: under~
stand.

 “It took about four or r five yem
for me to begin to grow and mature -
since 1 came here,’ Bradshaw saic
this - summer.. “It's; been: a - long -
‘struggle for both' the fans and my-
self. I think I've opened up to them;
I'm not: b:.dmg anyuore.. Thev be-
lieve in me; A
Bt jt- was hard: for, awlnle. |
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'h ‘the :
- slretch - that--he . ever. saw,. even :

" lenge  Roa-Johumon; for  (he::left
- cornerhack:

& ningham : has - come - back - to’ give -
-Randy Grogsmana run foe the tight |
end slot, and- it

Ter
Bragishaw

Continved

Being Terry Bradshaw in this
town hasn’t been all milk and
honey, believe it or not. To see

Bradshaw in the flesk, as -many. -

Ians did when he wore only shorts .

and his foothall shoes during some
of the lighter workouts at the Steel-

ers’ training camp at St Vincent.

Cotlege in Latrobe this summez, be
seems impregnabie. :
.His. muscles are bunched all

over his body apd, at 683, 2i5 .

pounds, he appears to be indestruc-
tible. Bat be brulsed the wrist on

in one of the early contact-drills,

. and “the  Steeler brass held . its

collective breath for a few hours,
The Steelers are shooting-for
thelr fourth Super Bowl title in six

- years, a feat no foothall team has
© ever accomplished, but they need a

healthy Bradshaw to do it. No quar-
terback can boast —. and Terry

never does — that he won three Su- .

per Bowl titles. .
' Kruerek, Sfovdf;'bdpabfe ‘
- Mike Kruczek or Clift* Stoudt

" might be able to step in and direct
- the Steelers all the way. In 1976, in

fact, ‘when. Steeler —owner Ari
Rooney -believes the Steclers were
best . teamn  pver a.-10-game

" “We'll be a coutender anlong

LT Thowas* i ek to. chal

- - his right — and throwing — hand -

Bradshaw. in at'his: best," said eiub -

out pedple like Thomas and Cun-
ningham, and that just shows the

caliber of players. we have here,” .
Bradshaw said. “I'm as much for

Grossman as Y am for Cunningham,
and Jolinson as
Noli just puts the est peaple in the
best positions, and it somebody
- Eets injured, he puts somebody else
there. To him, there 2ve 11 pleces
on offense, and 11 pieces on de-
fense. It's just a big chess game.
Sometimes the people op this foot-
ball team have to swallow their
_OWn pride.” '

Bradshaw is an expert on that
subject. Though he’s won 11 of 15
playoff games in his nine-year ca-
reer, something no - one else can
say, and set records in the Super.

- Bowl, he insists he's set no goal for
himself . —: other than surpassing

“Fran Tarkenton's record of playing

.18 seasons in the NFL.
.“The team aspect, that's what
- you're . supposed - to -think . of ”
Bradshaw said during a visit to his

rooin “at St. Vincent,” where he'd

been sitting, strumming op his gui-
tar while a. country-'n-western
song was playing on his stereo tape
machine, : S
./ -“You have to have team goals.
.What if you break records and your

team stil-( eco't win? What satis--

" faction wo
O
cpat L
you have'ts win o ooy it You
wani to take hom= >B the rewards
.you can. get, and. thov: only. come

v get from: that?”
‘ne Wireene

" with winning.” s
- No ‘one” took: home &ny e
- hardware than Bradshaw 'this past -

" winter,: yet :he . lurned. down" 56
inany invitations to dinber,’ and-op-

Dos '3hf§'z"W&nfg_:'Pi-¢_ifs;§
: '.‘_;I";ion't"gofof-thnt,sh_fi*,@hf ‘

umﬁpam" s
inentally - and - physiealivisl
played the Alabamas. kb4

Thomas, Chuck

" Peungylvania; to bemore

«..48lY, game, 30 :

: .- portunities - o s receive : more tm-‘»_
ag,.:phles,;nd‘phm. Sy

on TY. I hadn’t gotten great na-
tional exposure.”

- O, a8 Bradshaw said before the
Super Bowl last year: “My rookie
year was a disaster. I was totally
unprepared for pro foothali. I'd had
no schooling on reading defenses.
They'd never hlitzed me, and I'd
just run away. 1 had never studied
the game, never looked at films the
way a quarterback should.

- Never Benched Before

“1 had never been benched be-
fore. I'd pever played on a.team
that had- another quarterback be-
sides me. | had no idea how impor-

- tant I-was to the team, F'd never
*been to Pittsbargh; never even seen
~ the'Steelers play on television.

“We had another good quarter-
back in Terry Hanratty.-He was an

All-America at Notre Dame, and he -

was. from " Pennsylvania (Western
specific,
in nearby Butler). He related well
with -the . other. players. He ' had
polish. He was one of the guys.
1 was an outsider who didn't
.mingle well. There .were no cow-
. boys on the team, no one who likeq
.-to fish or do the things I like to do.-
" The other. players looked upos me
s .a Bible-toting’ Li"). Abper.”

”- Then there was Jet{erson Street_
Joe Gilliam; who moved to the beat
of his own. drumimer, and got- his
own fan< to join his parade. Com-
peting with Gilliam for game time;

and-fan adulation, wore as thinon -

" Bradshaw as his blond hair,
- No more. He knows he's No. 1,

and he “feels . better :about - that.

Bradshaw; mixed +weil .- with - his
© teammgtes and thé fans at St Vis.

"2 go0d Lime when he Was

"this couniry . ‘He enjoys. this 7" said

- Steeler publicisi: Joe: Gordos: when

~fans cheated Rradshaw into a bit of

: botight ol poritaits of .each of
ensive starters ‘as a way of
ing X thank you'; for their help in

ward-winning , serson.”“That

3 ha

2B

onal _a,\waﬁﬁmﬁéﬂh{tﬁiﬂg 10;d0,” .sald Da-

. ¥is“That's:one of the reasons he's

<1oy-hero..We've got a zpeciai group
.0f ;gilys: bere:-People:don't. peatize

: perform- -
ing;for theifolks: who: support-the -
- Steeleys. like:no:other pro fans in-

with,” said Nell. “I really belidre

that we have not reached our peak
as a team,

“Terry has matured a great
dea) as a quarterback. And the key
thing is he has a lot of help. I'm a
believer in the team concept. It
starts with the offensive line which
gives him more time to throw.”

If there’s anything Bradshaw

‘likes to boast about, it's his offen-

sive line. And, as Jon Kolb, the
Steelers’ left tackle on offense, put
it: “In our playoff games, the other
coaches said the reason they didn't
win was because they didn’t get to
Bradshaw. Qur bunch takes pride
in that. We like to thirk that if we
can keep Terry clean, we will win
the game.” ‘

Scmebody wrote a book about
Bradshaw duririg the winter, and
Steeler coach Chuck Noll was

On Chuck Noll: ‘He Has
Cne Thing In Mind, To

Make You The Best You
Can Be. | Respect Him.’

- asked to.provide a preface for it.

“He had to say some nice things
about me, and I know he doesn’t
like to single out people on this

.team.” sajd Bradshaw. ‘T'm not

looking for praise from Chnek.
"“The confidence I felt frem him

in recent seasons has helped me be-

come a quarterhack: that’s what 1

- always needed the most. He's my

coach and I respect him. His under-
standing of .the game is unbeliev-
able. 1 believe in him. He used to
scare me. It took me a long time to

-.get comfortable with him. I hear

pie say they don't get to know
im; it takes time, but it’s worth-
while. I know ihere’s a soft side to

~him. He’s a very sharp man. I love
" talking to him. He has an opinion

about -everyihing.

"He bhas one thing in mind, to
make you the best you can be. If
.you have the talent, he and his as-
sistants will give yon the technique.

plain: Sam ‘Davis - They can't play for us, though. Ev.
icampithat. Bradshaw -

.erytiing eise is up to the players. i
«don't want to let them down. I don’t
-want to let- myself down.”

o~ 1t's unlikely -he will. Terry
‘Bradshaw scerns 1o enjoy being
Terry Bradshavt these dayz. “Hey,
1'm not going to worry anymore,”
he“said with a Super Bowl smile.
“I'm not taking  myself ‘serionsly

~-anymnore; Football should be fun”
% With Bradshaw hebind center

for:the Steelers, as far as the fany

+In-this city are concerned, it can't
- be "anything else.€

.
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COMING OF AGE
IN PITTSBURGH

Severely tested in the early years of his
career, the Steelers’ Terry Bradshaw talks about his

maturation as a quarterback and as a man.

It is late in the fourth gquarter of Super
. Bowl XIil. The Pittsburgh Sieelers are
moving toward victory with all the in-
. exorable beauty of the dusk settling over
the Miari skyline. The Dallas Cowboys
.~ are already reeling from a Pittsburgh
. touchdown that has put them behind
28-17 when Dallas defensive tackle

"% Randy White fumbles the ensuing kickoff

.- and the Steelers recover, giving them a
first down on the Cowboys" 18 yard line.
- If you were one of the 100 million people
“riveted to that telecast, you saw: Pitts-
" burgh quarterback Terry Brodshaw take
the snap, fake a handoff, set, and throw
high into the end zone, where Lynn
Swann made one of his routinely remark-

“able leaping catches for the Steelers’
i -second touchdown in 19 seconds.

Up in the broadcast booth, Curt
Gowdy turns to John Brodie and saysina
voice hoarse with excitement, "Well,
! ex-quarterback, how'’s tha? for a call?”

"I like the execufion,' responds
Brodie, also hoarse. “"Anybody can call
~.that play, but there are only afew quys

“whao can get it done.”

Ci olor man Merlin Olsen breaks in. “f
: " Lesays, “it takes alot of guts 1o
“ make that call. Because the conservative
‘i1 thing, the easy thing, wos 1o stay on the
“ ground, rot 10 'make a mistake. Rrad-
.. Shaw would have none of that. | think he's
i really grown up as a signal caller and a
- quarterback.!” .

“ Many months later, Terry Bradshaw,

.. quarterback of the world champion Pitts-

- burgh- Steelers, ‘most valuable player of
©. Super Bowl XIII, and a Pro Bow] starter,
.- walks into’ the lobby of a hotel in Los
““Angeles. It is the middle of a hot, dry
- aftermioon. There is no wind, and the palm

heal as wdt as hc does pain on lhc ﬁcld

. trees by the pool outside look pale and
-dusty. Bradshaw seems {0 tolerate the’

By Jim Naal

He appears to be in midseason physical
form. His eyes are clear and blue and he
is grinning.

Nursing a slight limp from a muscle
pull, he ambles into the deserted bar,
where the evening’s band is practicing,
and orders a heer. Sitting 2t the bar, a
bottle of “Lite” heer beside his elbow, he
locks like a jock waiting for a commer-
cial to happen.

But commercials are not on Bradshaw's
mind at the ‘moment. He is there to talk
about a very difficult subject— himself.
It is a subject he often jokes about, but
one he knows well, for, unlike most
people who never seem to ask themselves
the basie questions, Bradshaw is surpris-
inglv aware of who he is, where he is,
how he got there, and where he's going.
It is obvious his eyes have turned inward
as often as they have upfield.

“When I was in high school,” he be-
gins in his soft Louisiana drawl “l al-
ways felt special. I had no reason to feel
that way, because I was not special.
Nothing 1 did was special. But inside of

me, | always felt different. 1 wanted to -

work. I wanted to be somebody. I wanted
to be good. I guess that’s ego. Maybe |
had a huge ego. i've never said that
before until today, though ‘ego’ never
does sound right. 1 always had a lot of
pride, and the Lord blessed me with acer-
tain attitude and a greal w1ll|ngness to
work hard.

“1 went (hrough so many growing
pains. When I'd start throwing the ball
halfway decent I'd grow two inches and

everything would get all screwed up.':
Then I started lifting weighus and adding:
“bulk. I néver had a natural throwing mo-
“tion. I had to constantly work on it. Even

today I've changcd iy throwing motion

many times and it's still not natural, Orie”
“year'l may throw one way and the next
~year 'l switch and_throw some other.

wiy. .1 'may not throw well or:I'li lose’

confidence; sol develop anew sxyle

buckets in my backyard. 1 threw into
swing sets. I tore up two swing sets—
literally tore them up throwing into the
swings. And I tore up I don’t know how
many footballs. I threw for hours and
hours. A Bert Jones or a Bob Griese can
go out today and pick a football up and
they'll throw the same way they did six
months ago without ever throwing in
between. I wouldn't. When I go to train-
ing camp, I'm terrible. I have to work
back into it. And I may lose it two or
three games a year. Then I have to work
real hard after practice to gather it hack.™
Is it possible that this variable throw-
ing motion is the source of Bradshaw’s
early branding as “inconsistent?”
“1don't think anyons ever really knew
but me.” he says. “All of my changing
stems from two words— no corfidence. 1
think the more confidence I have, the
better I play. The last four years I've felt
good about the way I've played. 1 think
Chuck {Noll, coach of the Sieelers] said
it best when he said, 'Terry’s finally
stopped wortying. 1 had tolet the natural
things, the fun rhings, take over instead
of worrying 2all the time. I got in my cwn
way. It used to be that if I was throwing

- the ball badly, I would ‘ust stop throwing

it.’ Now,” he lawhs, “if I'm throwing
badly I just throw badly the whole game.
I just keep on going and don't let it dictate
to me and it goes away.

“I was trying too hard early in m;
career. Trying to prove myself. 1 didn™
get the confidence from the people that |

needed to get it from. It was just a mis-

interpretation. They were wailing for me
to grasp the situation myselt. They were
letting me grow up. Instead of helping
me grow up, they were gonna let 1ne grow

“up on my own. I think that was the »=cret,"

the key 10 my whole career; the fac: that
I've ‘overcome ‘all these things with ~a-
tience and understanding on everybody 's
part_even though 1 was the one whe
flirted with danger. 1 was the one who
way spouting off and mad and wanted to

B
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“T wanted to work. I
wanted to be somebody.
I wanted to be good. I
guess that’s ego. Maybe
I had a huge ego.”

be traded at one point and was unhappy
with Chuck and unhappy with the quar-
terback situation. Everybody else just sat
quietly and let me go through it. I look
back on that now, and [ can’t believe what
a difference there is. That's the way time
works. I feel like [I'm just becoming a
quarterback. It took me nine years.
Some it takes two or three.”

Was Bradshaw siow to mature as a
quarterback? Was the media slow to rec-
ognize his true talent? Or were there
other contributing factors, external fac-
tors, that played on Bradshaw’s inse-
curity and made him push himself too
hard for his own good?

Bradshaw came to the NFL 10 yeors
ago out of Louisiana Tech. He chose that
school tecause it was small, because
it was not too far from his home in
Shreveport, and because, he says, he
knew that if he was what the scouts were
looking for in a quarterback, they'd find
him there with only a little more trouble
than if he’d gone to a major college. In
three seasons at Louisiana Tech, he
completed 462 passes in 879 attempts
(52.5 percent) for 7,149 yards and 42
touchdowns. Needless to say, the scouls
found him.

In 1969, Bradshaw's senior season, the
Steelers’ record was as bleak as winter in
a mill town. The pro team in Pittsburgh
won only 1 game and lost 13. Not that
iesing was anything new to Pittsburgh. In
the 37 years the team had been in exis-
tence, it never had won a championship,
and, since 1950, it had a winning record
only four times. So it was symbolic, and
maybe ironically prophetic, when the
Steelers went head-to-head with the Chi-
cago Bears, who had won a f2w titles in
their years in the NFL, in a coin toss at
the end of the 1969 season to determine
which team would get first pick in the
1970 college draft. The Steelers won the
toss, and they made Bradshaw the
number one choice in the entire draft.
Fame had tapped Terry Bradshaw, and its
touch was not light.

“I was on the team when Terry was a
rookie,” savs Andy Russcll, the Steelers’
retired -all-pro linebacker. “We had a

#*whole lot of bad yeare and had played
- poorly because we just didn’t have the

“JoJo and | sometimes have to stop and see where our separale careers have taken us.”

talent to be a winner. When Terry was
drafted, naturally everyone in Pittsburgh
thought he was going tolead us out of the
basement ovemnight. He was thrown into
a difficult situation right from the start.
He had to learn the business under a
magnifying glass. Linebackers don’t win
games, but quarterbacks do. They get
more credit than they deserve, but, as in
Terry’s case, they also get more blame.
“He was operating under tremendous
pressure—in his own mind and from the
veterans. I remember 1 had abarbecuc for
the team in Terry's first preseason and
everyone sat around scrutinizing the
young ‘savior.” It was beyond belief!
He had to feel like he was being inter-
rogated. Plus, he wasn’t one of the
boys. He had his own style, and he wasn’t
comfortable. I think that made hiin fee!
even more sensitive. What he didn’t
realize was that the veteran players didn't

“care if he'went out with them for u beer,

They just wnnled hlm to lhmw touch-
down pnsses 5

Russe)l’s words are echoed by Steelers
running back Recky Bleiet. “When Terry
first came into the NFL.,” says Bleier, “he
was touted as the man who would do it
for the Steelers. He had all the qual-
ifications for the role; He was aver six
feet rall, blond, blue-eyed, he had a cleft
chir, he was cxuberant and enthusi-
astic—almost a rah-rah type—he could
throw the ball, and he was strong. Terry
first split time with [Terry] Hanrany,
then he took over the rcins completely.
During that time, i m=ede mistakes like
any voung quarterback. The press got on
him because his mistakes were sp visible.
People became critical ”

In retrospect, it séeins that Bradshaw
was at the whim of the ebb and flow of
the mass psychology of the entire city of
Piusburgh. The fans and the press
expected himto be something he couldn't
be. They had high hopes and reacted all
the more strongly—and negatively—
when Bradshaw proved to be human after

_all. Not that he didn't try to live up to his



; advance notices. He drd lry, and that may
“have been the biggest problem of all.
~ *Coming in ‘as a number one draft

- choice, Terry felt he had to carry the load

+by himseif,” says Babe Parilli, the

< Steelers’ quarterback coach from 1971 to

1973 (he is now with Denver). “He
: wasn't experienced enough to handle it.
" Physically, he had as m.ch talent as any
.quarterback to come into the league. But

‘2. he had to learn tha game. No rookie quar-

terback is going to come in and make it
right away. It's tough 10 go in as a starler,
and Terry didn’t have an experienced
quarterback to learn from. And I think
that hurt him.”

That wasn't all that hurt him that first

" “year. “When Terry got inlo pro football it

was a different world,” says his father,

. Bill Bradshaw, “He had never been ex-

.. posed much to the media before. In col-
- lege, the exposure level was mavbe three
“-on g seale of ten. In the pros it wus a ten.
- 'He wag just a raw ol’ country boy from

' 'Shreveport. And it wag embn:msmg to:

= : My s!nglng'h good enough so that I can go on sfage and nor ombarres'; myser.' says Bredshaw hare with country singing star Marry Robbins.

“The veteran players =
~didn’t care if he went

out with them for a beer.

They just wanted him to
throw touchdowns.” -

him when that's just what :hey showed
him up te be.”

In that counlry boy persona were
spawned the unfortunate beginnings of
the undeserved image that haunts Brad-
shaw to this day—that of his being
“dumb.” Once the rumors began, the
image was helped along by Bradshaw's
inexperience on the field. “Terry would
sometimes get flustered and make mis-
takes,” cxp!ams Parilli. “Then people
would say he Wasn't very smart.” :

- Bradshaw only grudgingly discusses
the subject. “I've got several idéas how
the whole thing started,” he says. “1 did

Poier Read Milisr

some thmgs on the field that, in the eyes

‘of this ene reporter, were dumb. Like-
““scrambling around all over the field, then

throwing an interception when I was a
rookie. That was dumb. So the guy wrote
about me being dumb.

“Because I read the Bible, because 1
kept my hair cut close, because I said
‘Yes, sir’ and ‘No, sir; because 1 was a
nice guy, beczuse 1 kept my ciothes
clean, because I stayed out of truble.
They just had nothing against rr:. What
could they say about this kiu? Dut when 1
got out there on the field and acted wild
and crazy, right away | was dumb. When
things didn’t go right for me it was be-
cause | made a ‘dumb’ play selection, a
‘dumb’ call. 1 had nobody defend me,
either, The coach dida't defend me.
Players didn't defend me. 1"%d,” he
laughs bitterly, “but there's no defense.
Any time I'd come out and defend my-
self, I'd just dig my hole deeper and
deeper. It really got out of hand when 1

. went to’ the Super Bowl the first time




Bradshaw Lynn Swann, Frunco Herris, and Ray Pinney celebrers Swann 's acrobatic rouchdown catch n rhe founh quarter of Super Bowl XHi.

{game IX in 1974]. Everybody wanted to
know what grades I got in school. I got
furious. T still get angry about it, as you

* . might have noticed,” he says, laughing

again at his own agitation.
™ finally just said the heck with it. If
" these people want to write that about me,

there’s nothing I can do. All I candoisgo -

out and play weli, win the games I play,
-and if I'm dumb in their eyes, okay, I'm
- dumb. I've learned to live with it, but it's
~ always there, When someone says to me,
“You've killed your dumb image, I say,
‘No L haven't because you keep bringing
it up! And when I retire after eighteen
years in the NFL, they'll say, ‘Here's a
guy who hung in there, the Steelers won a
bunch of Super Bowls with him at quar-
terback; here's a guy who overcame his
dumb image.' If I go in the Pro Football
Hal' of Fame, under my picture it will
say, ‘Here’s a Buy who overcame his
dumb image.' When I die, on my
. tombstone they're gonna put, ‘Here liesa
guy who overcame his dumb.imgge.' So

“When I die, on my
tombstone they’re
gonna put, ‘Here lies a
guy who overcame his
dumb image.”

it's always there and it always will be. |
don’t helicve you can ever completely
kill an image.

“There are people today who believe
that I'm dumb. I meet 'em on the street.
There’s always someone you're gonna
run into who may be a diehard Rams fan
and you beai his team and he can't stand
it, So he comes up to you and says, ‘You
dummy!* T run into that all the time.
What am [ gonna do? All you can do is
walk on. Sol live with it now, but there's
not a day that goes by that 1 dont Lhmk
gbout that i image”

In Bradshaw's fi rsl pro season, it ini-

tially looked as if he might just be the
“savior” Pittsburgh was waiting for. The
young quarterback had 2 tremendous
preseason, leading the Steelers to four
consécutive victories. Then came the

-regular season and things toned down a

bit.

“I, for one, didn't expect Terry to set
the world on fire his first two or three
years,” says Bill Bradshaw. “It was hard
for him to accept the pro philosophy of
bringing quarterbacks along slowly. I
remember his first regular season game.
He thought that he had plaved poorly, or,
as he said it, ‘stunk up the place. If cry-
ing would have heiped, I would have
cried for him.”

The 1970 season didn't exactly end on
a high note cither. “Our last game tha:
year was against Philadelphia,” recalls
Russell. “Brad was benched, butde was
going to do the punting because our
punter was hurt. Qur first punt that day
had to be kicked out of the end zone. In
the huddle we were telling each other,



“The benching was the
lowest part of my career.
I just couldn’t
understand why it was

"~ happening.”

‘Remiemnber to block. They're gonna
come.’ But nobody paid attention. The
ball was snapped and the gates opened.
Terry's first punt in the NFL was blocked.
He got wiped out and had to be helped off

the field. The Eagles scored, too. That’s

how he ended his first year”

The Steelers finished 5-9 that season.
Statistically, Bradshaw didn’t do badly
for a rookie. He started eight regular sea-
son games and threw six touchdown
passes, four of them over 50 yards. His
completion percentage could have been
better—83 of 218 attempts for 38.1
percent—and his interception total, 24,
leq the league. Still, he had three 200-
yard passing games and he established
himiself as a dangerous and powerful
runner, finishing the year with a 7.3-yard
rushing average.

Forged and tempered by the !nnls of his
first’ year, Bradshaw slowly began to
emerge. In his second season he sel a
team completion record (203) and raised
his cei.letion percentage to 54.4 He
almost doubled his pasting yardage of
the previous year, more than doubled his
touchdown pass total with 13, and led
AFC quarterbacks in rushing, running
for five touchdowns. His interception
total was still high, 22, but it was clear
that he was learning.

“As he ‘went a]ong, says PanIIn,
think he realized there were other players
around him and thathc dldn lhave todml
all himself.”

“y

“Brad siiffered from mnncl vision, hc ’

was trying so hard,” says Russcll. “He
wasn't seeing enough of the field. He
didn't see anything but his reccivers. But
1 always felt Brad had the most physical
talent of any quarterback I'd seen. So it
had to be only a matter of time for him.*

Two years, to be exact. In 1972, Brad-i_
shaw led the Steelérs 16 an"11-3 reeord
‘and the AFC Central Division title. Pitts:

burgh beat Oakland in the first round of
the playoffs on the famous  Bradshaw 1o

1f the 1972 season set the stage, 1973
began the overture. The Sieelers went
10-4, lost the division title 1o Cleveland
on a tiebreaker, but made it into the
playofls again, as a wild card teamn. Oak-
land, however, avenged its loss of the
previous year, trouncing Pittsburgh 33-14,

Then came the 1974 season, the turn-
ing point for the Steelers and both a turn-
ing point and a crisis point for Bradshaw.

“Terry was having personal prob-
lems,” explains Bleier. “He had gone
through a divorce, and he hadn't quite
learncd to put things in perspective, lo
put things on different levels, and not to
bring things in his personal life to the
professional level. He was learning
self-discipline.”

Bradshaw’s father saw it the same way.
“Terry drifted away from his Christian
upbringing,” Bill Bradshaw says, “He
was stuck up there in Pittsburgh with his
problemns all by his lonesome.”

Lonesome probably doesn’t begin io
describe what Bradshaw felt during this
period in his life. He was so traumatized
that it affecied his play. He was benched
by Noll, Joe Gilliam took over at ouar-
terback for the first six games of Lie saa-
son.

“I won't use the divorce as a crutch for
the way I played,” Bradshaw said at the
time. “But it was very hard on me. Let's
face it: When you get divorced, it means
you're a loser. Youve lost something that
was very important, that was meant to
last a lifetime. I never want to go through
that again.

“The benching was the lowest part of*
my career. [ just couldn’t understand why
it was happening. [ can’t taxe anything .
away from Joe Gilliam. He had an out-

_standing preseason and he deserved (o °
“play. The team was winning and I was
"happy about that.

But [ was selfish
enough to want to play.

"'“My own idea about the quarterback
situation is that a qua—<rback shouldnt
lose his job in the preseason. [ use those

games to prepare myself for the season. .-

I'm not out 10 set any records in pre-
season games.
“But Chuck Noll had to make a deci- ~.

_ston, and that was the decision he made.

He never discussed it with me. 1 never
questioned him about it. But there was a
time 1 thought the whole season would be

a‘waste for me”
-John (Frenchy) Fuqua'to Friineo Hamis™: -

“immacilate reception” pass, butlostthe
‘AFC championship game (o the unbeaten”
dnd-eventual Suver Rowl champ:on'

~Then, with the Stcclers at 4-1-1, Noll

__re_verscd himself and:testored Bradshaw
,,10 his starting role. The rest is history.

The Sieelérs went on that year to win
Super Bow! 1X, beating Minnesota 16-6,
then returned the next season 1o win
Super Bowl X 21-17 over Dallas. There




‘ere playofl Josses in 1976 and 1977, but,
" anything, they only served to spur
-radshaw. He responded in 1978 with the
nest year of his career, a year culmi-
ated by the 35-31 victory over Dallas in-
wuper Bowl XTI Jast January.
in that game, Bradshaw sct two Stper
Jow! records (most yards passing in a
iame, 318, and most touchdowns in a
1ame, 4} and tied another {longest touch-
fown pass, 75 yards). During the regular
ieason, he threw 28 touchdown passes,
nost in the NFL, gained a personal high
2,915 yards passing, and rated second
among NFL quarterbacks, one-tenth of a
point behind Roger Staubach of Dallas.
Things are looking good now {or Terry
Bradshaw. He has three Super Bow! vic-
tories under his belt, the first quarterback
to reach that goal. He is married o ic2
skating star JoJo Starbuck. He is as
close 1o his fumily as ever. He has his
beloved 400-acre ranch in Crand Cane,
Louisiana, where he raises quarterhorses
and cettle. His country singing career is
blossoming again and there are plans for
a national tour when the season ends. He
is taking acting lessons in preparation for
what he hopes will be a successful ven-
ture into the movies. He has survived an
oftseason schedule more rigorous than all
16 games of the reguiar season and the
- playoffs combined. And he has managed
-to get, as his father says, his head
"screwed on straight.
.~ S0 what’s left for Bradshaw? Js his |
: maturation complete?
“No," he grins. “] cant help but get
- better. I'm still working hard. | don't be-
lieve I'm as good as people have been
saying, I'm never mentioned in the same
breath as the great quarterbacks. Not that
- 1 shorld be. I don't expect that.
x “But I'm really enjoying the game
~now. I have a good relationship with
~:Chuck Moll, We understand each other.
/1 think that’s been a big factor in my
development as a quarterback, Noll has
helped me. I scream and holler at him,
--and he swears and hollers at me. But we
know each other. He knows that I won't
~argue with him about something unless [
“really believe in it. The confidence that
- I've gotten from his approval of me as his
quarterback is what I've needed. Idon’t
waorry about being pulled from a game
anymore. I know I'm his. quarterback.
- I"ve been needing a vote of confidence all
" through my career. Now that I have it |
-have a better perspective and 1 can see
" that all the things that have happened to
s me~=the benchmgs the bad games—
“:have been important in molding me asa’
persan and a5 a feotball player.
¢1 weuldn't change any’of it.”§






